Coagulant fractions of snake venom and the control of capillary bleeding during microsurgery of the ear in vivo demonstration.
In 398 cases of observed capillary bleeding out of total of 968 otological microsurgeries, the i.v. use of Bothrops Jararaca enzyme proved to be highly useful in controlling the bleeding in 79% of those, namely in 318 cases. We may assume that if capillary bleeding is indeed the consequence of some haemostatic deficiency, not always detectable with the routine laboratory preoperative tests, Bothrops Jararaca enzyme is extremely valuable in controlling this bleeding. If however oozing or capillary bleeding is the result of other circumstances, such as insufficient analgesia and neurolepsia, inadequate anaesthetic technique, wrong positioning of the head resulting in venous congestion of the operative region, or local fibrinolysis due to protracted microsurgery, other measures should be taken to correct these conditions which are not due to coagulation defects. Bothrops Jararaca enzyme, given by i.v. route, even in single dose of 2-6 units = 2-6 ampoules, was perfectly tolerated by all the patients without any side effect or allergic manifestations.